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PREFACK- 


T HE grand object of the following) | 

Diſcourſe, delivered on the 15th inſtant, before 

a numerous Congregation, in Mancheſter, con- 
fiſting as well of Members of the New Church, 

as of many reſpectable perſons of different 

denominations,* is to inculcate univerſal Charity, 

5 and 


It may be proper here to obſerve, as a tribute of 
gratitude due to the Rev. Mr. Hawkes, and the Unatarian 
Society meeting in Moſley-ftreet, Mancheſter, that the fol- 
lowing Sermon was delivered in their Chapel, they having 

given their free conſent for the Author to preach there 
that evening, | 

And after ſervice, the ibs: Mr. Hawkes, and ſome 
, Other Gentlemen belonging to the Society, very politely. 

and liberally offered the uſe of their Pulpit and Chapel 
to the Author, and his friends, whenever he ſhould 
viſit Mancheſter again. Such an inſtance of liberality, 
candour and politeneſs, deſerves to be noticed, and 
demands our ſincere acknowledgments. And the Author 
thinks himſelf exceedingly happy, that his difcourſe goes 
into the world accompanied with ſuch an example of 
| charity, . and 88 35 


A PREFACE. 


and do away that narrow 1 of thinking, I 
contracted ſectarian ſpirit, which has ſeparated 
one Chriſtian from another, filled the Church 
| with enmity and hatred, introduced confuſion 
[and diſorder, and | e Peace from che | 
„„ . hs 7 | 
The time, we hope, is Ipprdachihg, in which | 
Chriſtians will be united in Faith, in Aﬀedion, 
and in Life. We are convinced that the happy 
„day, which the P. ophets foretold, and Chriſtians 
| have long expecte l, is now begun to dawn. As 
that day advances, Truth will diffuſe its cheering 
light, and Charity extend her divine influence. 
Happy in beholding the bright, the increaſing E 
beams of ths celeſtial morning, - we feel con- 
bs _ ſtrained, by the cords of fraternal love, to call 
Þ: upon our* neighbours, our fellow chriſtians, to 
awake, to ariſe from the ſlumbers of a long dark 
night, that they may enjoy the refreſhing ſweets 
ff * * of the riſing day, and wall, 1 in 15 heat, and a 
[ae of heaven itſelf, | 
Zi | We are aſſured; that Lok 10 An c 
i ' Cnanrry ro Mx, are eſſential to true religion. 
WH. Without ſuch love we cannot be Chriſtians 
And where this love truly exiſts, there Bigotry. 
[1 and Party ſpirit. can have no place.” Theſe infernal. 
1 demons, theſe firebrands of contention, ſtriſe 


— 


N and confuſion, we with to ſee driven to their 
=_ native . tlie e. i, diſcord, ae 1 
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PREFACE. wy 


Should the following diſcourſe Inve the leaſt 
tendency to promote pure Love to God, diſintereſted 


Charity to Man, an ardent eſteem for Piety and 


Relig on, and a zealous deſire of being uſeful; of 
becoming the ſervants of all that good may be 
done : ſhould it, in theſe reſpeds, tend in any 
degree to unite one chriſtian to another, to 
remove thoſe ſectarian prejudices which abound, 
and to increaſe that mutual affetion, which can 
alone make chriſtians happy with each other; the 
Author will think himſelf well repaid, ſincerely 


rejoice in that good, and unite with his brethren 
in giving all the praiſe to the Lonxp alone. 


| With a ſincere deſire, that Goodneſs and Truth, 


Love and Charity, Faith and Obedience, may 


increaſe more than ever; that Jzsvs Carr may 
be known, worſhipped and loved as the onLy Tu 

Gop; and that his kingdom may come, his will 
be done on earth, as in heaven, by all mankind ; 
4 I: remain, in real charity with all men, 


THE AUTHOR. 
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HE THAT IS GREATEST AMONG rob, SHALL 


BB YOUR SERVANT. 


PLD 


"RUE tid. is in itſelf ſo. very conc | 
to the depraved nature of the human 


mind, that when a perſon under the influence 
of that depravity, begins to enquire what reli- 
gion is, he is apt to conceive an averſion to it. 5 
Finding that Chriſtianity enjoins ſ{elf-abaſement, 
humility and meekneſs, virtues diametrically 
oppoſite to the aſpiring, lofty, and ſelflexalting 
mind of man, he feels a repugnance to its laws 
and precepts; and, having had no taſte of its 
enjoyments, he cannot think of relinquiſhing a 
life of Hlly and vice for a life of religian and 
virtue, in which he ſees no charms. 
_ Theſe unfavourable impreſſi ons are ſtill en- 
creaſed, when he beholds the forbidding garbs of 
| ſadneſs, melancholy and mourning, aſſumed by 


ſome who lay chin! to the * character. 
Thus, 


„ 


Thus, in the 3 of our Lord the Phariſees, | 
to be thogubt religious, could disfigure their faces, 
wear a fad countenance, and appear as ſkeletuns 
with pretended faſtings. And, at this day, gloomy 
_ aſpects, dejected countenances, declined heads and 
unſocial manners, are with fome; nin marks 

of religion. „ 

But ſuch appearances 3 are no lef forvien | to the 
true .Chriſtian:charafter; than pernicious in their 
effects upon the inexperienced. Many are thereby 
led to conclude, that a religious life muſt of all 
others be the moſt difagreeable and unlovely, 
here at leaſt, whatever it may be hereafter, 

That a religious man may, at particular times, 
be nd. depreſſed, Atl YejeReA, I Mow. There 
are 4 variety of vircimſtances in this life, which 

ay Seca 1 ſach à ſtate of mind! The natural | 
conſtitution!” or diſpolition; may lead to it. And 
_ are ſtates bf conflict, combat, and temp- 
n which” lay uſe . But Religion itfelf, 
oe. of "God Yo our Neighbolir, with an obeth 
| - 36s 3 2 laws, can never lead to any ming 
of this kind: but to the very contrary; to 
every thing dat is cheerful, apr e, 
Able and lovely. | 

I Would not, however, by wy meat be Under 
ſtood as encouraging levity, folly, or vain fenſual 
mirth: or any cheerfulneſs that originates in, or bor- 
ders upon what i is evil. No; every thing of this Rind 
is a8 oppoſi ite td religion, as vice is to virtue. 
All: I mean is, that. un! wh "poſſeſs true chriſ- 

1 tianity, | 
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5 dnity a VER: ſhould, ever exhibit . it as 


it is; repreſent it in its own native charms, as the 
moſt deſireable, cheerful, and happy life man /can poſ- 


Gly live. Then would the young and inex- 


5 perienced not be diſguſted with its unnatural 
aſpect, but charmed with its true appearance, 


enamored by its heavenly form. and almoſt irre- 
= ſiſtibly impelled to a it their own, and be 


happy. 7x. 
The words of our text way, N to + be 


| perſons. ſeem . to jmpiy,, ſomething diſagreeable. 


becauſe it is ſaid, He that is greateſt ſhall be your 
Servant... Yet when they are explained and under- 


ſtood, they will, I truſt, exhibit nothing unpleaſing; 


* 


but the very reyerſe.—In truth, my chriſtian. 


. friends, I am ſo far from vainly attempting to 
; terrify and affright. men into religion and goodneſs, : 


by the threatenings of. vengeance, condemnation, wrath 


and bell, that I much rather wiſh to charm them 


8 5 into ſuch a life by rationally and ſcripturally con- 
vincing them of its ſuperlative excellence, pleaſure | 


and happineſs. —But to proceed to the text. 
Let us conſider, | 


it. What is weant by being the gra, ard 7 


| ulo are ſo. & 16032 * 


ad: In What ſenſe. ſuch ſtall be brenn 4 | 


| what their ſervice: 115 "$4 N 


To illuſtrate the former part of f our ſabjea, it | 


may beexpedientto turn our Wa to the Loxp 
55 e nk ie den i Ur 26m 2 I 48 
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C63. 


It will, 1 truſt, be acknowledged by every one 


preſent, that the Loxs, our God and Saviour, is 


the crEATEST'of all. And it is equally true, hat 
he became the Szxvanr of all: He took upon him 


the form of a Servant. He humbled himſelf, and 


became obedient unto death, even the death of tbe 
croſs. Fe betame poor, that we might be made 


fich® THe foxes” bad holes, and the birds af the 


air had neſts, but the Son of Man had not where 
„ lay his fiead:” He waſhed the feet of his dif- 
ciples, and left us an came een Ye ſhould do" by 5 


be hath done. 8 Ele „ 


13 But why 280 W fay the Ling Jeſus is greateſt * | 
__ al?—Net metely in conſideration of his eternal 
. Divmarey and Gopntad ; becaufe in this ſenſe there 
no comparifon to be made between himſelf, and 
His cteatures: we mean in his charaffer, works, and 


example amone mewn. He was then the greateſt, 


_ becauſe the” moſt holy. the moſt wife, the moſt 
; . He was all love, mercy, and kindneſs. | 


& went about doing good; and he ſet us a perfect 


example of every grace and virtue, which it 1 


if 75 


ſſible for man to poſſeſs. e 
© Conſequently, then, the greateſt in the PRA | 


and kingdom of the Loxo, is that perſon who- 


comes the neareſt to this divine pattern, who is the 
moſt like Jeſus Chriſt : or, in . an Farr who 2 
K the moſt wiſe, holy, and uſeful! -/ . 
© And as the bleſſed Redeemer was hes 20h ale: 
tf will the man who is moſt like his Loap, be the 


leaf * his brethren, * being meek, humble. 
Te wr t 


— 


C9 % 
e ſeif-abaſed by no means puſſd up 
with pride, arrogance, and ſelf- conceit. For the, 


| 8 greater any one is as to wiſdom, love, goodneſs, 


and the like, the more and better acquainted will 
he be with his own propriety, his nathingneſs ; and. 
that, of himſelf, he is nothing but mere evil. 
Therefore he een be an and: little i in -bis 
own eyes. 
By the greateſt: ſom we KITE ra rn 
the beſt, the moſt like Jesvs Curtsr, the moſ} perfeck 
character. To be i in ligl office,” in dignified employment 
in the church, is not to be the greateſt, though, 
| ſome: may imagine this: for all the dignity aud 
honor annexed thereunto, belong to the Loo, and, 


not to. the man. And to the Loan will they be 


given by all thoſe who fill ſuch: ee they: are 
truly, great and good: men. 
True greatneſs, thereſore, is in Very. ones 
power 5 38 it conſiſts in pure religian, in, real goodneſs 
of . heart and life. And this ag n, . 
divine aid, may attain. zial! 
We proceed, adly. to coal der in whee ſenſe fach 
ſhall be ſervants, and war their ſervice. EIS: 
Iny being ſervants no more is meant here, than 
WE ferving the. church of the Loo, by being truly uſeful 
1 |. hs” But although this is called a ſervice ay 


the uſe that is derived from it, yet it is not ſo in an 
- burdenſome or e . to the perf 
employed _. SCE; - 
„„ that the 8 does for the beveflt or 8 
others, ariſes from a principle of charity in his own 
| wo B . . _ | 


* 


Cay 


_ While be is rendering eſſential reien to . | 


others, he is at the ſame time gratifying his on | 
— and acting from his. life's loe. 
If he be concerned to miniſter" in holy ame ; 
to preach the word, attend the work of the fanc- 
_ twary, and employ the gifts he has received: he 
_ does all this not as a taſk, a ſervitude; but as a work 
which is dear to his ſoul, in which he truly delights, 
and without the Winig of which he: men, LA ad 
means be happy: a B04: 74 ; 
At is juſt the Abe, if he is det l in any peer 
employment, whatever that employment may be. 


17 in doing it he Tenders" fervice' to the church, 


he is truly happy in fo doing. | 
A true rinciple of charity is ever capt 

_ Jumility 6 humility will prompt to the meaneſt 

_ office for the good of another, and in ſuch humility 

N Honor. Never did virtue appear more godlike 

and divine, than when Jeſus was girt with 2 towel, 

b ſtooped down to waſh the feet of his diſciples. 
But to illuſtrate hs Se in A more fatnifiar 
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and wane de from the chief eigiſtrate to the 


We for the benefit of the wore _ 
ws as 5 whole body i is made more happy, ſo 0 


1 5 er ndividual t thereof. | = 


"Fi it is in the church Jet W ob the 
Every one who renders ſervice to the whole, 
e to the men my. does in proportion 
EY 8 partake = 


oy 4 ? 
3 £9 28h 
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| partakeof that ated; and is the more © happy, the: 
more ufeful he is to others. 5 
As to the particular ſervices n men may auer | 
to o ths church, they are ſo multifarious and nume- 
rous that we cannot pretend to recite them here. 
But this we may obſerve, that where true charity 
prevails, there wiſdom will Aren wale A to 
; raping Sas 
And here I can but take the liberty of calling 
; upon my fellow chriſtians, to conſider how incum- 
bent it is for you all to be of ſervice each to other.” 
The Lond's kingdom is a kingdom of uſes, Every 
member of it muſt take his part for general good. 
And whatever power, ability, or opportunity you 
babe to do good, to be uſeful, that you e 
0 men of love and charity, to improve. 4 
If he who is greateſt among you is to be your 
ſervant; if his uſefulneſs ariſes in proporti 
his greatneſs, ſurely every other perſon is a | 
bound to be a ſervant, to affiſt the whole body, 
and do whatever: Lou can for the mutual advantage | 
| of the whole. 5 | 
But zdly, we are ant by our text, that ue 
abe is wed conneaed wel 1 uhful- 
ys. 8 
F236” edi, 66 would be great, honorable. | 
eſteemed and loved, we muſt be aftive, ſervice- 
able, and beneficial to all. An indolent, 
inactive, and uſeleſs perſon, deſerves no honor, | 
either in a civil, or religious community : he is 
| a an object of diſlike and AO rather than of 
| | e 


Les 
* 
—— — — — cz men 
. * * 
[1 . 
* . 
5 by 

—— 


—— 


r — 1 
” 
4 how * — — — = * & 
——————. j — ere rr wö—— 2 — — k — 
* — 
% 
* 


— A; > gy 


— 


— * 
. = eb Ine ˙ - — —0Ä———————— 06 


* ö = 
—— — — —ü Pig ee —Uäüü—ͤ YEA vn PEI EIA WI —ü ü ———kxů— — 
N * N 
5 . 2 
4 ” K , 
2 . * — F 5 
x \ — 7 
- 4 : 
- 
\ 
10 3 


— — — —ͤ— 


2 
2 my — 6 
> ——— — —— — — —— 

NT oe a 

: 8 -. LY 

ky 5 WF, oh C 

2 FD * * 

"uk * * - 


* * 22 
2 < 
5 — 


4 


| apjlayſe 2nd dignity.” But the'uſeful, the alive; 5 
the ſerviceable man, who deligbts in doing good, 


I who laves his neighbour as he loves himſelf, and 


is ever engaged to do him good, to be uſeful, ta 
all: this man is beloved, careſſed, and henored 


; by: all thoſe whO partake of his kindneſs, and are 5 
: bappy enough to know his character.. 5 


Would you then be great, beloved of God, un 
eſteemed by men?—Be good; imitate” the 2 - . 
of Jeſus Chriſt; from a pure principle of charity 


and beneuolence; be ſerviceable to the church, ag 
| 2 moniber of it; beneficial-to the community. as i : 


part of it, and aſeful to all een 1 8 citizen. «4 


; the world, ee 1 


When I. N vou, 8 a uſeful, 5 


en to the church, as a member of it; I do 
nat mean that your ſervice. ſhould be circumſeribed 
and confined to a articular ſociety. a dſtinẽ denomina+ 


den; but that, 2s much as poſſible. it ſhould-extend 


do the unixerſal church of, God, in all places. and | 


qnong all denominations; for every man and woman, 


whatever their name or place of abode, through 
out the whole, world, who worſhip the one God 
_ of. heaven and earth, love him, and keep his 


laws, are each a part of his church. - 5 
And I ardently wiſh. we may all ſtand, at the 


” uno diſtance from a, ſefarian, party ſpirit; ſuch 
2 ſpirit | is the bane of true; charity, benevolence, 


and. of ebriſtianity itſelf. Every good man is the - 
feal FOTO nber en the one of his 
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coat, the name he bears, or the pany with mhich 
he is connecteeu. 
It is high time r us to deze, and pot away, 
- © narrow, contrafted, bigoted mind. | If we do not, 
the civil world will take the lead of the chriſtian 
church; and the noble ſpirit of freedom. and 
| hberty will, like the meridian ſun, diffuſe its 
| Cheering beams from pole to pole; while the 
chriſtian church, divided into numberleſs parties} 
will appear like a few faint glimmering ſtars in a 
dark night, whoſe feeble rays ate ſcarcely ſeen. 
It muſt be evident to every judicious 9 
tat the world at large is is ſtruggling. for liberty 4 
emerging- from the: long dark night of ignorance, 
bondage and tyranny; and panting for that 
freedom, which is the birth- right of man. 
In this noble ſtruggle, men of all nation, 
languages, and religions can unite. In thig 
cauſe they can engage with firmneſs: and mon. It 
is the cauſe, not of a few, not of a party, not of 4 
nation; but it is the cauſe of the world. 
And if theſe can be united and Lt | 
if theſe with firmneſs and ſriend{hip can purſug 
their laudable defgn; if theſe can exert them- 
| ſelves, a one man, to obtain civil liberty, natural 
freedom: ſurely the chriſtian world, men of | 
eminence and ability in the church of Chriſty 
men of piety and virtue, ſhould .be. equally =» 
united, harmonious and fniendly :; with equal attac li- 
ment to each other; uffedion and fermneſo, ſhould they | 
= e the cauſe of chriſtianity, advance the 


. ſpiritual 
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Wirts! W of: men, GEminate the truths _ 

of heaven, and bring a captive world back to the 
. | bberty of the goſpel, to the mild pacific govern- 

ment of Jxsus . the Lord ore x: rag ns | 


King of Kings. 1 
Who are the greateſt men, in 1 Fl political | 


point of view, now. in the world ? Why thoſe 


brave, generous; and able patriots, who ſtand 
forward for the emancipation of ſlaves, and for 


that univerſal freedom aud liberty, to which hu- 


= man nature is entitled. 


ee eee al? 


| Why thoſe very men who are exerting themſelves 


to the _ utmoſt; who are devoting their 


wiſdom, their time, their fortunes, and their 
pens, 9 — thoſe grand and noble deſigns; 


who are labouring to make all nations bleſſed, to 


reſtore univerſal peace, to eſtabliſn good order and 
1 ks all e happy in civil 


3 


2 ars then YE, we a to * os | 
ans: love; el ipftumonts in the: bands of "Y _ | 


8 univerſal good. ene 


And who are the great, in a e ns 
point of view? Why thoſe generous, 


pious and hepvenly minds, who ftand forward in 


de church, for the real e 
Baues of all its members. ; 
- Theſe are dhe ;fewvants of all, who are exerting 
thbemſe ves to the utmoſt of their power; who are 
devoting their time, wiſdom, abilities and talents, 
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to accompliſh ſo deſirable an end; who are 
labouring to bleſs the whole church of God, 
advance the ſpiritual intereſts of men, diſſeminate 
the truths of the word, eſtabliſh peace, order and 
harmony, and to cement the whole body in 
univerſal charity and love. | 
And may not we all become in our meaſure 
thats great, the uſeful ſervants of all? And is it 
not time that univerſal love thould go hand in hand 
with univerſal freedom; and all chriſtians be of one 
mind., of one heart, and of one foul?—I do 
nat fay that univerſal freedom is already obtained: 
but I do fay, the world is labouring for it; and I 
have no dqubt but their labours will be ſucceſsful, 

And ought not the chriſtian world” to exert 
themſelves with equal ardour and perfeverance, to 
prompte, ſpread and eſtabliſh — ous Ls tra 
charity, and union? | 
Il am perſuaded the time is now commencing, 
in which bigotry, party-ſpirit, and ſectarian 
prejudices ſhall die away; in which chriſtians of 
all denominations {hall ſee, that the eſſence of 
true religion is love to God and man. 

The peculiar doctrines, ſentiments and opi- | 
alone, which have divided the church into num- 
berleſs parties, will be ſeen in their proper light, 
as the traditions and inventions of aſpiring minds, 
who much rather choſe, to be called fathers and 


en, to r authority over men, and to 
| receive 
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receive honour ad (aide: than- to bb: the / 
| ſervants of the church, the leaſt among the faints, 
and the humble inſtruments in the Lord's hands 
for the good of mankind. 

And I am convinced, that the ſerious and | pious 
of all perſuaſions will ſoon ſee the neceſſity of 
healing thoſe breaches error and evil have made; 
of coming into a ſpirit of love and charity, and 


of being zealous, indefatigable ſervants of the - 


church, for the rand and n of the 
wits _— 
The * and divided parts of the Lord's 

army, who have drawn the ſword of envy and con- 
tention againſt each other, will not only {ſheath 


 __ that ſword in its ſcabbard, but entirely deftroy it. 


They will return from all quarters to the ſtandard 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt their God, enliſt themſelves 
under his banner, all be united as one man as the 
Fbauoſt of the Lord. They will draw no ſword but that 
of divine Truth, which they will unitedly wield 
againſt all f Iſehood and evil; till, in the ſtrength 
of the Lord of Hoſts, their r es are 
ſubdued. | 


Then ſhall men fit down under their vines, and Y : 


under their fig-trees, none daring to hurt or make 
them afraid. They ſhall all know, and love the 
Lord Jeſus from the leaſt to the greateſt ; and love 

: cath other as they love themſelves, There ſhall 
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be one Church, one Jenovan, ons Gop - and 


- Truth, and Peace, and Love, for ever reign! 


Then, Sirs, he that is greateſt. will be the 


ſervant of all; he that is humble, will be exalted; 
every one will contribute to the happineſs of the 

whole, and all be happy in the laſt, beſt kingdom 
of the Lord our God. 


Permit me, in concluſic 10n, to —_ that 15 : 
will, as chriſtians, cultivate a noble, generous, lov- 
ing ſpirit and diſpoſition. Riſe above the narrow 


grovelling mind of the ſectarian and bigot. 


Conſider; as real chriſtians you are members of 


the univerſal church of God on earth : as chriſ- 


tians you are heirs of the univerſal heavens. 
a ʒbove: and there is not a man or a woman in all 


the church of God below, nor a man or woman in 


all the heavens of God above, but what is your _ 
brother and your ſiſter, united to you in the $ternal | 


bonds of truth and love! 


Riſe then, ye. chriſtians, riſe to love e 5 


to charity unfeigned, to boundleſs charity ; expand 
the generous heart, graſp all v0 race in arms of 
love. 

If you would be great below, be good; be men 


of charity ; ; ſerve all the human race, but ſerve 


them all in love, like him who is your pattern, 
your Lord and God: the greateſt he i is in earth, in 
heaven; and yet the leaft. 


0 may that humble love, which waſhed poor = 


LATER e 


+ nl is 


0 4 * 


5 Peter's ſeet, dwell in each breaſt, Pa OY us all in 
: th and wake us great indeed! i 
Then. . loving, ſelf-abaſed and wok. | To 
We ſhall reſemble Jeſus, —uſeful prove, 
1 Our life be peace, our heav'n be joy * love, 
£ | l | 
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